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CHRISTMAS		BOOKS	
Book’s	name		 Picture	 Author		 Concept	

Bear	Stays	up	
for	Christmas	

	

Karma	Wilson	
Jane	Chapman	

2011	

Bear's	 friends	 are	 determined	 to	 keep	 Bear	 awake	 for	
Christmas!	 So	 they	 wake	 Bear	 up	 and	 have	 him	 help	
them	 find	 a	 Christmas	 tree,	 bake	 cakes,	 hang	 up	
stockings,	 and	 sing	 Christmas	 songs.	 Bear	 stays	 up--by	
discovering	 that	 giving	 is	 one	 of	 the	 best	 Christmas	
presents!	(Age	3-6	years	old)	

The	Sweet	Smell	
of	Christmas	

	

Patricia	M	Scarry	
2003	

It's	 time	to	celebrate	the	sights	and	smells	of	Christmas	
in	 this	 classic	 scratch-and	sniff	book.	 Join	Little	Bear	as	
he	prepares	for	the	holidays,	all	the	while	giving	readers	
a	 chance	 to	 smell	 six	 wonderful	 scents	 including	 apple	
pie,	 Christmas	 tree,	 hot	 chocolate,	 and	more!	 (Age	 2=4	
years	old)	

Dream	Snow	

	

Eric	Carle	
2000	

It's	December	24th,	and	the	old	farmer	settles	down	for	a	
winter's	nap,	wondering	how	Christmas	can	come	when	there	
is	no	snow!	It	is	in	his	dream	that	he	imagines	a	snowstorm	
coming	and	covering	him	and	his	animals—named	One,	Two,	
Three,	Four	and	Five—in	a	snowy	blanket.	
But	 when	 the	 farmer	 awakens,	 he	 finds	 that	 it	 has	 really	
snowed	 outside,	 and	 now	 he	 remembers	 something!	 Putting	
on	his	red	suit,	he	goes	outside,	puts	some	gifts	under	the	tree	
for	 his	 animals,	 and	 presses	 a	 button	 near	 a	 Christmas	 tree,	
creating	 a	 most	 surprising	 musical	 treat	 for	 children	
everywhere.	(Age		2-6	years	old)	
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Christmas	Wish	

	

Lori	Evert	
Per	Breiehagen	

2013	

Long	ago,	a	brave	little	girl	named	Anja	wanted	to	be	one	
of	Santa's	elves.	So	she	 leaves	a	note	 for	her	 family	and	
helps	her	elderly	neighbor	prepare	for	the	holiday,	then	
she	 straps	 on	 her	 skis,	 and	 heads	 out	 into	 the	 snowy	
landscape.	From	a	red	bird	to	a	polar	bear	to	a	reindeer,	
a	menagerie	of	winter	animals	help	Anja	make	her	way	
to	Santa		(3-8years	old)	

A	wish	to	be	a	
Christmas	Tree	

	

Colleen	Monroe		
Michael	Green	

Monroe	
2000	

								This	 charming	 tale	 of	 an	 overgrown	 pine	 always	
being	 passed	 by	 for	 Christmas,	 and	 what	 his	
woodland	friends	do	to	help	him,	is	sure	to	become	
a	 Christmas	 classic.	With	 delightful	 illustrations	 by	
wildlife	 artist	Michael	Monroe	 and	 enchanting	 text	
from	Colleen	Monroe,	the	birds,	deer	and	squirrel	of	
this	story	help	make	their	special	friends	wish	come	
true.	Here	 is	a	 fun	activity	 to	grow	your	awareness	
of	trees. (Age 4-8 years old)	

How	the	Grinch	
Stole	Christmas	

	

Dr	Seuss	
1957	

Every	Who	 down	 in	Who-ville	 liked	Christmas	 a	 lot	 .	 .	 .	
but	 the	 Grinch,	 who	 lived	 just	 north	 of	Who-ville,	 did	
NOT!”	Not	since	“’Twas	 the	night	before	Christmas”	has	
the	 beginning	 of	 a	 Christmas	 tale	 been	 so	 instantly	
recognizable.	No	holiday	season	is	complete	without	the	
Grinch,	 Max,	 Cindy-Lou,	 and	 all	 the	 residents	 of	Who-
ville,	 in	this	heartwarming	story	about	the	effects	of	the	
Christmas	 spirit	 on	 even	 the	 smallest	 and	 coldest	 of	
hearts.	Like	mistletoe,	candy	canes,	and	caroling,	(Age	4-
8	years	old)	
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God	Gave	Us	
Christmas	

	

Lisa	Tawn	
Bergren	

David	Hohn	
2006	
	

“Who invented Christmas?” 
Mama’s answer only leads to more questions like “Is 
God more important than Santa?” So she and Little 
Cub head off on a polar expedition to find God and to 
see how he gave them Christmas. Along the way, they 
find signs that God is at work all around them. Through 
Mama’s gentle guidance, Little Cub learns about the 
very first Chirstmas (Age 2-5 years old)	

The	Mitten	

	

Jan	Brett	
2002	

When	Nicki	drops	his	white	mitten	in	the	snow,	he	goes	
on	without	realizing	that	it	is	missing.	
One	by	one,	woodland	animals	find	it	and	crawl	in;	first,	
a	curious	mole,	then	a	rabbit,	a	badger	and	others,	each	
one	larger	than	the	last.	Finally,	a	big	brown	bear	is	
followed	in	by	a	tiny	brown	mouse	and	what	happens	
next	makes	for	a	wonderfully	funny	climax.	(Age	3-6	
years	old)	
	
	

Olivia	Helps	
with	Christmas	

	

Ian	Falconer	
2007	

Christmas is coming, and Olivia is incredibly busy. She 
has to wait for Santa, make sure Dad sets up the tree, 
watch Mom make the Christmas dinner, oversee the 
care with which the stockings are hung, and, of 
course, OPEN HER PRESENTS! Whew, being helpful 
during the holidays is exhausting! (Age 3-6 years old)	
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The	little	Fir	
Tree	

	

Margaret	Wise	
Brown	
2009	

Once	there	was	a	tree	that	stood	in	a	field	away	from	the	
other	 trees.	 It	 longed	 to	be	part	 of	 the	 forest-or	part	 of	
anything	at	all.	After	many	lonely	years,	 its	dream	came	
true.	And	the	little	fir	tree's	life	changed	forever!	(Age	5-
9	years	old)	

Grumpy	
Badger’s	
Christmas	

	

Paul	Bright		
Jane	Chapman	

2009	

Christmas is coming and everyone is so excited - 
except for Grumpy Badger. Piffle he shouts. I am 
going to sleep until spring, and if anyone wakes me up 
I shall be VERY grumpy. But then Grumpy Badger has 
three visitors... and there is a great crisis. Will he learn 
the error of his ways before it's too late? (Age 3-6 
years old)	

Mr	Christmas	

	

Roger	Hargreaves	
2008	

One	 day	 Mr	 Christmas	 receives	 a	 call	 from	 his	 uncle	
asking	for	help.	Can	Mr	Christmas	help	Father	Christmas	
deliver	presents	to	all	of	the	Mr	Men?	(3-5	years	old)	
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Spot’s	First	
Christmas	

	

Erick	Hill	
2004	

A	little	puppy	first	Christmas	lift	the	flap	book.	
(Age	2-4	years	old)	

Max’s	Christmas	

	

Rosemary	Wells	
	

It's	Christmas	Eve,	and	Max	has	a	lot	of	questions	about	
Santa	Clause	questions	Ruby	answers	with	a	"Because!"	
Not	 satisfied,	 the	 curious	 bunny	 sneaks	 downstairs	 to	
wait	for	the	man	in	red.	A	bunny-angel	at	the	top	of	the	
tree	 looks	 on	 as	 Santa	 himself	 answers	 some	 of	 Max's	
questions.	But	he,	 too,	 resorts	 to	 a	 "Because!"	Max	 falls	
asleep.	The	next	day,	Ruby	has	queries	of	her	own	when	
she	 finds	Max	on	 the	couch	with	a	 lap	 full	of	Christmas	
presents.	Max's	main	answer?	 "Because!	 (Age	3-6	years	
old)	

Corduroy	

	

Don	Freeman	
1976	

Living	 in	 a	 department	 store	 with	 other	 toys	 and	 dolls,	
Corduroy	is	a	stuffed	teddy	bear	in	overalls.	One	day	a	girl	spot	
the	bear.	Unfortunately,	her	mother	points	out	that	the	bear	is	
a	 little	worn	down	and	is	even	missing	one	of	 the	buttons	on	
its	 overalls.	 Upon	 hearing	 this,	 the	 bear	 is	 distressed	 and	
resolves	to,	that	night,	locate	the	missing	item.	After	taking	an	
unexpected	 ride	 up	 the	 escalator,	 Corduroy	 finds	 himself	 in	
the	 store's	 bedding	 area.	 The	 next	 day,	 the	 girl	 returns	with	
her	 own	 allowance	 money	 and	 purchases	 the	 bear,	 missing	
button	 and	 all.	 She	 even	 sews	 a	 new	 button	 back	 onto	 his	
overalls,	and	the two are fast friends. (Age 3-8 years old)	
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Mortimer’s	
Christmas	
Manger	

	

Karma	Wilson	
Jane	Chapman	

2007	

A	 little	 mouse,	 Mortimer,	 has	 his	 heart	 touched	 by	
finding	 out	 the	 real	 meaning	 of	 Christmas.	 (3-6	 years	
old)	

A	Pussycat’s	
Christmas	

	

Margaret	Wise	
Brown	
2009	

Christmas	Is	in	the	Air	
But	how	can	you	tell?	
Does	the	air	smell	of	tangerines?	
And	Christmas	greens?	
Can	you	feel	 it	 in	the	wind?	Or	hear	 it	 in	the	sound	of	a	
song?	(Age	3-8	years	old)	

A	Christmas	
Tree	for	Ruby	

	

Rosemary	Wells	 Max,	Ruby,	and	Grandma	go	to	Santa's	Tree	Land	to	pick	
out	a	Christmas	tree.	Ruby	wants	to	find	the	perfect	tree,	
but	Max	is	more	interested	in	seeing	Santa.	After	all	the	
trees	Ruby	picks	get	 taken	by	other	bunnies,	Max	saves	
the	 day	 by	 asking	 Santa	 for	 the	 perfect	 Christmas	 tree!	
(Age	3-6	years	old)	
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Who	is	coming	
to	our	house	

	

Joseph	Slate	
Ashley	Wolff	

2001	

As	 Pig	 makes	 room,	 Lamb	 cleans	 up,	 Goose	 stacks	 the	
hay,	 and	Duck	 lines	 the	 crib	with	 eiderdown,	Mary	 and	
Joseph	 are	 on	 their	 way	 by	 donkey.	 All	 the	 animals	
welcome	the	baby	Jesus	to	their	home.	(4-8	years	old)	

Little	Blue	
Truck	Christmas	

	

Alice	Schertle		
Jill	McElmurry	

2014	

Little	 Blue	 Truck	 is	 spreading	 cheer	 by	 delivering	
Christmas	trees	to	his	animal	friends.	Can	you	help	count	
each	 green	 tree	 from	one	 to	 five	 and	back	 again?	Don’t	
forget	to	save	one	for	Blue!	Beep!	Beep!	(3-6	years	old)	

A	Pirate’s	Night	
Before	

Christmas	

	

Philip	Yates	
2014	

Come aboard, young mateys, for a humorous, colorful, 
and thoroughly piratical retelling of "The Night Before 
Christmas!" On a ship of mischievous brigands—who 
have visions of treasure chests, not sugar plums, 
dancing in their heads—you wouldn't expect a visit 
from jolly St. Nick. Instead, here comes Sir Peggedy, 
with his peg leg and hook arm, cracking his whip and 
driving eight giant seahorses: Salty, Scurvy, Sinbad, 
Mollie, Cutthroat, Cross-Eyes, Roger, and Jolly. But 
even buccaneers can catch the holiday spirit … (Age 
3-6 years old)	
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How	Murray	
saved	Christmas	

	

Mike	Reiss		
David	Catrow	

2004	

When	Santa’s	knocked	out	cold	by	a	 Jack-in-the-Boxer’s	
walloping	punch,	deli	owner	Murray	Kleiner	reluctantly	
agrees	 to	 take	 his	 place.	 The	 suit	 doesn’t	 fit,	 Murray	
smells	 a	 bit	 like	 pickles,	 and	 there’s	 no	 way	 he	 can	
remember	the	names	of	all	those	reindeer.	But	with	the	
help	 of	 a	 pushy	 elf	 and	 an	 eager-to-believe	 young	 boy,	
Murray	finds	out	that	even	though	he’s	not	big	enough	to	
fill	 Santa’s	 suit,	 he’s	 got	more	 than	 enough	heart	 to	 get	
the	job	done.	(4-8	years	old)	

Humphrey’s	
first	Christmas	

	

Carol	Heyer	
2012	

We have all hear the story of the three wise men, who 
brought their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to 
the baby Jesus. But what about the camels who 
carried them? Here is the imaginative story of 
Humphrey the camel and his long, cold journey to 
Bethlehem. In addition to an engaging text and 
gorgeous, whimsical artwork, this story reminds 
readers of the importance of Christmas and the true 
meaning of gift-giving. (Age 4-8 years old)	

The	night	before	
the	night	before	

Chirstmas	

	

Natasha	Wing	
Mike	Lester	

2002	

It's December 23, and Christmas is just around the 
corner. But one family is having trouble getting its act 
together. Once again, Natasha Wing follows the 
rhythms and meter of Clement Moore's classic 
Christmas poem, yet gives it her own entirely original 
twist. (Age 5-8 years old)	



Emmasplace.ca	 	 	

Pete	the	Cat	
saves	Christmas	

	

Eric	Litwin	
James	Dean	

2012	

'Twas	the	day	before	Christmas	and	Santa	was	ill.	
In	the	cold	winter	wind	he	had	caught	a	bad	chill.	
Will	Christmas	be	canceled?	Will	it	come	to	that?	
"Never!"	cried	Santa.		
"Let's	call	Pete	the	Cat!"	(2-6	years	old)	

Duck	and	Goose	
It’s	time	for	
Christmas	

	

Tad	Hills	
2010	

Our feathered friends are getting ready for Christmas. 
The only problem? Goose is more interested in 
skating, sledding, and making snow angels than in 
helping Duck decorate their Christmas tree. While 
Goose has the time of his life in the snow, it seems 
poor Duck will be left to do all the work. . (2-4 years 
old)	

The	biggest	
Christmas	tree	

Ever	

	

Steven	Kroll		
Jeni	Bassett	

2009	

Get	ready	for	the	newest	installment	of	the	New	York	
Times	bestselling	series!	
It's	 the	 day	 after	 Thanksgiving,	 and	 Clayton	 and	
Desmond	 feel	 the	 chill	 in	 the	 air.	 The	 cool	 weather	
makes	 them	 think	 of	 Christmas...and	 Christmas	 makes	
them	think	of	Christmas	trees!	Who	will	find	the	biggest	
one?	(3-6	years	old)	
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Christmas	Tree	

	

Wendell		and	
Florence	Minor	

2005	
	

If you were 
a Christmas tree,  
what kind of tree would you be? 
A mighty tree or a tiny tree? 
A city tree or a country tree? 
A tree with curious features or a tree  
made just for creatures? (3-6 years old)	

Merry	
Christmas	Big	
Hungry	Bear	

	

Don	and	Audrey	
Wood	
2002	

The little Mouse has holed up in his cozy home for 
Christmas, under long, shiny garlands and a 
gigantic, glowing tree. And what a huge pile of gifts 
he's got! But then he starts to worry about "the big, 
hungry Bear in the cold, dark cave at the top of the 
hill" and how he'd do anything to get a hold of 
Mouse's presents. So it's out with the padlock, 
boards over the door, and tacks all over the floor. 
Good old Mouse, though, has a last- minute change 
of heart and realizes that maybe he should be 
sharing his presents--not locking them up--so he 
heads off to visit his ursine friend. (Age 2-6 years 
old)	

Gingerbread	
Friends	

	

Han	Brett	
2008	

That popular little character is back looking for friends, in an 
adventure he'll never forget. 
Confident and cocky, the Gingerbread Baby happens upon 
a bakery, where he dances and prances in front of a sugar 
cookie girl, trying to make friends. But she just stares and 
doesn?t say a word, like all the other sweet treats he tries to 
meet. 
Discouraged, the Gingerbread Baby runs home, chased by 
a long line of hungry creatures, where Mattie has a fantastic 
surprise for him?gingerbread friends (3-6 years old)	
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Little	
Porcupine’s	
Christmas	

	

Joseph	Slate	
Felicia	Bond	

2001	

Little Porcupine's mother calls him the "light of her 
life," but it's not until the night before Christmas, the 
very night of the Christmas play, that Little Porcupine 
sees the truth in her words. (3-7 years old)	

Snowmen	at	
Night	

	

Caralyn	Buehner	
Mark	Buehner	

2002	
	

	what	 do	 snowmen	 do	 at	 night?	 This	 delightful	
wintertime	 tale	 reveals	 all!	 Caralyn	 Buehner's	 witty,	
imaginative	verse	offers	many	amusing	details	about	the	
secret	life	of	snowmen	and	where	they	go	at	night,	while	
Mark	 Buehner's	 roly-poly	 snowmen	 are	 bursting	 with	
personality	and	charm.	From	the	highly	successful	team	
that	 created	 such	 winning	 titles	 as	 Fanny's	 Dream,	
Snowmen	at	Night	is	fabulous,	frosty,	and	fun!	(4-8	years	
old)	

Llama	Llama	
Holiday	Drama	

	

Anna	Dewdney	
2010	

If there's one thing Llama Llama doesn't like, it's 
waiting. He and Mama Llama rush around, shopping 
for presents, baking cookies, decorating the tree . . . 
but how long is it until Christmas? Will it ever come? 
Finally, Llama Llama just can't wait any more! It takes 
a cuddle from Mama Llama to remind him that "Gifts 
are nice, but there's another: The true gift is, we have 
each other." (Age 2-5 years old)	
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The	Teddy	Bear	

	

David	McPhail	
2005	

The	little	boy	and	his	teddy	bear	were	always	together.	
Every	night,	when	the	little	boy	went	to	sleep,	his	teddy	
bear	was	right	there	next	to	him.	When	the	little	boy	
went	on	a	trip,	his	teddy	bear	went	too―until	one	
terrible	day	when	the	teddy	bear	was	left	behind	.	.	.	
A	compassionate	tale	of	friends	lost	and	found	
This	 is	 the	wonderful	 story	 of	 a	 friend	who	 is	 lost	 and	
found	and	 lost	 and	 found	again,	 and	of	 a	 little	boy	who	
begins	 to	 understand	 the	meaning	 of	 compassion.	 (4-9	
years	old)	

The	
Gingerbread	

Man	

	

Illustrated	by	
Karen	Lee	

Schmidt	folk	tale	

The freshly baked Gingerbread Man escapes 
from the oven and outruns all those who try to 
catch him. But will he be able to avoid the 
clever fox or end up as his tasty snack? (2-5 
years old)	

The	little	Engine	
that	could	and	
the	Snowy	

blowy	Christmas	

	

Watty	Piper		
2002	
	

Poor	Santa!	All	eight	of	his	reindeer	are	sneezing	so	hard	
they	can't	fly.	Who	will	help	him	deliver	his	last	present?	
"I	 think	 I	 can,"	 says	 everyone's	 favorite	 Little	 Blue	
Engine!	(3-8	years	old)	

	


