
Emmasplace.ca   

TRANSPORTATION  BOOKS 

Book’s name     Picture Author  Concept 

My truck is 
stuck 

 

Kevin Lewis, 
Daniel Kirk 

2006 

In this lyrical read aloud young drivers are introduced to 
the ins and outs of hauling, beeping, and repairing—get 
ready for a fun ride (Age 3-5 ) 

Chuga Chuga 
Choo Choo 

 

Kevibn Lewis, 
Daniel Kirk,  

2001 

Rhyming picture book (Age 2-5) 

Duck in the 
truck 

 

Jez Alborough, 
2009 

Rhyming story of a feathered truck driver (Age 3-6 years old) 
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See how they go 
fire truck 

 

DK Publishing 
2009 

Take a close look at their favourite vehicles with dynamic 
images and simple text (Age 3-6) 

We all go 
traveling by 

 

Sheena Roberts 
Siobmhan Bell 

2011 

Is the perfect introduction to colours, modes of 
transportation, and of course, music (Age 3-6 years 
old) 

Scuffy the 
Tugboat 

 

Gertrude 
Crampton 

Tibor Gergely 
2001 

Scuffy is a little red tugboat intent on exploring the big 
world, and his travels are enhanced by four magical 
sounds: a happy toot, a sad toot, a splashy splash and the 
sound of Scuffy himself. (Age 3-7) 
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Little Toot 

 

Hardle Gramatky 
Mark Burgess 

1999 

Little Toot is a tugboat who does not want to tug.  
Instead, he want to make figure eights in the harbor and 
bother all the other tugboats (Age 3-6) 

Little blue truck 

 

Alice Schertle 
Jill McElmurry 

2009 

Beep! Beep! Beep! Meet Blue.  A muddy country road is 
no match for this little pick up that is, until he gets stuck 
while pushing a dump truck out of the muck.  Luckily, 
Blue has made a pack of  farm animals friends along his 
route.  And they are willing to do whatever it takes to get 
their pal back on the road. (Age3-6) 

Goodnight, 
Goodnight 

construction 
site 

 

Sherry Duskey 
Rinker 

Tom Lichtenheld 
2011 

As the sun sets behind the big construction site, all the 
hardworking trucks get ready to say goodnight.  One by 
one, crane truck, cement mixer, dump truck, bulldozer, 
and excavator finish their work and lie down to rest.  So 
they will be ready for another day of rough and tough 
construction play (Age 1-7) 
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Magic train ride 

 

Sally Crabtree 
Sonia Espluges 

2012 

Clickety clickety clack! Jump aboard with your magic 
ticket through the jungle, outer space and underwater 
and meet plenty of colourful characters along the way 
(Age 2-6) 

Who Sank the 
Boat 

 

Pamela Allen  
1990 

Imagine a pig carrying an umbrella, a sheep doing 
knitting, and a cow and a donkey and a mouse all 
walking along on their back legs in a single file.  What 
else is there to do on a fine sunny morning but to go for a 
row in the boat? But there is one big question Who sank 
the boat? (Age 3-6) 

Mr Gumpy’s 
Outing 

 

John Burningham 
1970 

One sunny day Mr Gumpy decides to take  a ride in his 
small boat. It’s a perfect idea and soon he is joined by 
children, a rabbit, a cat, a pig and a host of other friends.  
But when the goat kicks, the chickens flap, the dog teases 
the cat ant the children squabble—the boat tips into the 
water and everyone tumbles out.  No one minds getting 
wet on such a nice day, though, especially since Mr 
Gumpy invites everyone to his house for tea. (Age 2-6) 
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Oi! Get Off Our 
train 

 

John Burningham 
1970 

A little boy sets off on a round the world night train to 
dreamland with only his toy dog for company.  But soon 
all sorts of endangered animals are asking if they can 
jump up and join them on their journey. (Age 2-5) 

Engine, Engine, 
number nine 

 

Stephanie 
Calmenson 

1997 

A lively rhythmic text and bold illustrations bring to life 
a boisterous train ride as all the passengers human and 
animal board number nine to go on a journey to the 
county fair to have a day of fun. (Age 3-6) 

Freight train 

 

Donald Crews 
1996 

Train transportation and colours (Age 3-6) 
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School Bus 

 

Donald Crews 
1993 

What is large (or small) bright yellow and filled with 
students? School bus (Age3-6) 

The Big Red Bus 

 

Judy Hindley 
1996 

A simple rhythmic text combines with colourful 
illustrations of different vehicles to produce a picture 
book that young children will love. (Age 3-6) 

The wheels on 
the bus 

 

Maryann 
Kovalski 

1990 

Beginning and ending with the downtown adventures of 
three appealing characters—grandma, Jenny and 
Joanna—(Age2-5) 
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Flashing Fire 
Engines 

 

Tony Mitton 
Ant Parker 

2000 

Big bold fire engines waiting day and night, ready for a 
rescue or a blazing fire to fight.  As soon as there’s a fire 
alarm, the engines start to roar.  The fight fighters jump 
aboard…it rumbles out the door(Age 2-6) 

I’m taking a trip 
on my train 

 

Shirley Neitzel 
1999 

Transportation (Age 3-6) 

The little Engine 
that could 

 

Watty Piper 
2001 

The story of a train filled with toys and gifts for little 
boys and girls that breaks down before reaching the 
children.  After asking several passing trains for help 
over the hill, a little blue train agrees to help the 
stranded toys.  Even though she is small, the blue train 
tries her best to bring the toys to the children on the 
other side of the hill. (Age 2 -6 ) 
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FIRE TRUCK 

 

Peter Sis, 
1999 

Transportation, Community helpers, counting. (AGE 2-6) 

Trucks, Trucks, 
Trucks 

 

Peter Sis 
2004 

Transportation, trucks (Age3-6) 

Here Comes the 
Train 

 

Charlotte Voake 
1998 

Every Saturday Chloe, her little brother William, and 
their father bicycle to a footbridge over the railroad 
tracks and wait for the trains to come thundering under 
them. (Age 3-6) 
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The Seals on the 
bus 

 

Lenny Hort 
G Brian Karas 

2003 

Hilarious new version of the wheels on the bus. (Age 2-
5) 

Rattletrap Car 

 

Phyllis Root 
Jill Barton 

2004 

It’s hot. So Junie and Jake and Poppa and the baby want 
to go to the lake.  But can they make it there in their 
rattletrap car? It doesn’t go fast and it doesn’t go far-but 
with the help of some razzleberry dazzleberry 
snazzleberry fizz, a beach ball and a surfboard and a 
three speed wind up paddle wheel boat they are off to 
the lake where it’s cool. (Age2-6) 

Zoom!Zoom!Zoo
m! I’m Off to the 

Moon! 

 

Dan Yaccarino 
1997 

Combines short, rhyming text and bold, vibrant 
illustrations that portray a boy astronaut and his 
fabulous rocket ship as they blast into space for an out of 
this world adventure. (Age2-6) 
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I want to be an 
Astronaut 

 

Byron Barton 
1992 

Up into the sky goes the space shuttle. Once in orbit the 
astronauts get a taste of ready to eat food, experience 
zero gravity go for space walks and even fix a satellite. 
It’s fun to fly aboard the shuttle and then come back to 
earth (Age 4-7) 

The Bus for us 

 

Suzanne Bloom 
2013 

Today is Tess’s first day of school and her very first ride 
on a school bus.  As a multitude of vehicles-from the fire 
engine to front loader passes by Tess eagerly asks “Is 
this the bus for us, Gus? (Age 3-6) 

Get to work 
trucks 

 

Don Carter 
2002 

Join eight hardworking machines for a day at the 
building site.  (Age3-6) 
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I love Boats 

 

Flora McDonnell 
1995 

A cruise into the world of boats introduces young 
enthusiasts to a range of vessels from lobster boats to 
ocean liners, describing what each one looks like what it 
does and what kinds of passengers and cargo it carries. 
(Age 4-6) 

Train Leaves the 
Station 

 

Eve Merriam 
Dale Gottlieb 

1994 

Between the rolling cadences of this peripatetic choo 
choo and the vigorous swaths of colour left in its tracks . 
(Age 2-6) 

Mr Gumpy’s 
Motor Car 

 

John Burningham 
1973 

Mr Gumpy has decided to go for a ride in his motor car.  
It’s a nice day and the sun is shining, so off he goes.  But 
he only gets as far as the lane before the children, the 
rabbit, the cat, the dog, the pig, the sheep, the chickens, 
the calf and the goat ask if they can come along too. As 
the motor car and its passengers make their way across 
the field , the weather begins to turn and the rain is soon 
pouring down.  The tires cannot grip the muddy ground, 
so Mr Gumpy asks for volunteers to push the car.  But 
everyone has an excuse, until it gets so bad that they all 
have to get out and help more. (Age 3-6) 
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Window Music 

 

Anastasia Suen 
Wade Zahares 

2014 

What could be more fun than a train ride.  The 
excitement of going places, the rhythmic sounds of the 
train clattering down the tracks and the vivid window 
music of passing scenery. (Age 3-6) 
 

Clickety Clack 

 

Rob Spence 
Margaret 
Spengler 

2001 

A little black train goes down the track. Clickety clack, 
clickety clack.  There are chatting yaks, seven tumbling 
acrobats, a troupe of ducks going quack quack quack, 
and even some elephants on the little black train going 
down the track.  With each new stop, the train  gets more 
and more crowded, and noisier and noisier.  
Unfortunately for Driver Zach, two little mice give him a 
headache attack.  (Age 2-6) 
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