BEST ZOO ANIMALS BOOKS

Book’s name Picture Author Concept
= c @ simple firsf sGUNds @i C The book introduces first facts about some of the
Slmple Fll'St Sounds i — Roger Prlddy animals that children can see at the zoo, and there are
four animal noises to listen to and learn. (Age 12
Noisy Zoo (2010)
months to 3 years old)
Put me in the zoo Pt ﬁévé"é Robert Lopshire Spot believes he deserves to be in the zoo with the

in the == other amazing animals. (2 -5 years old)

Zoo (1960)

by Robert Lopshire

0 C The boy writes to the zoo, because they want a pet...
Dear Zoo: A Lift the D eqar Z( Rod Campbell Hilarity ensues as the crates start arriving, and the kid

)O
Flap Book P (2007) ends up having to send the animals back. (12 months -3

@ years old)
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McGee for Erin E. Stead

Amos

A sick day for Amos (@ \ ‘is‘\ick his Philip C. Stead,
p\ McGee (2010)

Polar Bear, Polar Bill Martin
Bear, What do you Eric Carle
Hear? (2012)
Color Zoo Lois Ehlert
(1989)
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Friends come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. In Amos
McGee's case, all sorts of species, too! Every day he
spends a little bit of time with each of his friends at the
z00, running races with the tortoise, keeping the shy
penguin company, and even reading bedtime stories
to the owl. But when Amos is too sick to make it to the
z00, his animal friends decide it's time they returned
the favor. (Age 2-6 years old)

The children will make the sounds the animals make.
And they'll pretend to be the zoo animals (3-6 years
old)

Shapes and colors in your zoo, lots of things that you
can do. Heads and ears, beaks and snouts, that's
what animals are all about. | know animals and you do
too; make some new ones for your zoo. (Age 3-7
years old)



Curious George
At the Zoo

Good Night Gorilla
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H.A. Rey

M/R Nelson
Tamia Sheldon
(2013)

Peggy Rathmann
(1996)

Touch-and-feel board book lets youngsters feel a
rhino’s rough skin, a fuzzy zebra’s mane, and the
coats of penguins. All the while, they can search for
Curious George, who is hiding on each page: “Is
George around to see?” (2-4 years old)

An exhausted zebra is ready for bed but the other
animals at the zoo still want to play. Help the Zebra
say “Shh” to the lions, elephants and other noisy
animals at the zoo. (3-5 years old)

The weary watchman as he walks by the gorilla
cage on his nightly rounds at the zoo. The
gorilla answers by quietly pickpocketing the
guard's keys, stealthily trailing him, and
unlocking the cages of every animal the
oblivious fellow bids goodnight to. Looking
much like an exhausted father, the uniformed
guard traipses home toward his cottage, while
the lonely zoo animals softly parade behind
him. (Age 2-6 years old)



Ivan the
Remarkable true
story of the
shopping mall
Gorilla

Ellie

1,2,3 to the Zoo: A
counting Book
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IVAN

RE \l\l{!\\IHI
gk, TRUE STORY
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(i()R”.l.\
KATHERING APPLEGATE

Katherine
Applegate
G Brian Karas
(2014)

Mike Wu
(2015)

Eric Carle

Captured as a baby, Ivan was brought to a Tacoma,
Washington, mall to attract shoppers. Gradually, public
pressure built until a better way of life for Ivan was
found at Zoo Atlanta. From the Congo to America, and
from a local business attraction to a national symbol of
animal welfare, Ivan the Shopping Mall Gorilla traveled
an astonishing distance in miles and in impact. (Age 4-
8 years old)

The Zoo is closing (Age 2-65 years old)

A counting book with the animals in the zoo (3-6 years
old)



Zoo

Bizzy Bear
Zookeeper

The mixed up
chameleon
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Gail Gibbons
(1991)

Nosy Crow,
Benji Davies
(2015)

Erick Carle
(1988)

Before the zoo opens each day a small army of
keepers, vendors, and maintenance workers perform
the daily tasks of cleaning and setting up.Then the
crowds flock in. . (Age 3-6 years old)

Bizzy Bear’s spending the day at the zoo scrubbing
the crocodile, brushing the hippo’s teeth, and feeding
the penguins. Readers will enjoy interacting with the
story by pushing and pulling the tabs to help Bizzy
Bear care for the animals. (Age 2-5 years old)

Except for catching flies and changing colors
occasionally, this chameleon doesn't find life very
exciting. When a surprise visit to the zoo makes this
wistful lizard realize it can change its shape and size
as easily as its color, it ends up wanting to be like all
the animals in the zoo at once--with hilarious results.
(Age 3-6 years old)



LI‘Pe SlZe

Llfe Size Z00 Teruyuki Komiya An elephant's trunk is so nimble, it can pick up a single

blade of grass, and yet so strong, it can knock over a
Kristin Earhart tree. Giraffes have eyelashes. Sloths hang from trees
for days at a time without going to the bathroom.
(2009) These are just some of the insights featured in Life-
Size Zoo. (Age 4-8 years old)

Nina Laden Read the clue . . . guess the animal . . . giggle wildly . .

Peek a Zoo . and repeat! (Age 2- 4 years old)
(2014)

C c In this rollicking rhymed story, Molly introduces birds
Wlld About BOOkS ]Udy Sierra and beasts to this new something called reading. She
Marc Brown finds the perfect book for every animal—tall books for

giraffes, tiny ones for crickets. “She even found

(2004‘) waterproof books for the otter, who never went

swimming without Harry Potter.” In no time at all, Molly
has them “forsaking their niches, their nests, and their
w7 nooks,” going “wild, simply wild, about wonderful
FJUDY SIERRA books.” (Age 3-8 years old)
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View At the Zoo

Never Play Music
Right Next to the
Zoo

If I ran the Zoo
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JOHN LITHGOW
Nev r'l‘.l’l.al[
Music
Right, Next.
to the
/.00_{.~
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Worthy
Publishing
(2010)

John Lithgow
Leeza Hernandez
(2013)

Dr Seuss
(1950)

As Morning dawns, the zookeeper makes his rounds,
exhorting the animals to wake up, comb their hair, and
stand up straight. Soon their human visitors arrive, and
the observations begin to flow: “My, what silly things
they do, all these creatures at the zoo walking on all
kinds of feet, dancing to an inner beat. Babies riding
on their backs, on their bellies, snug in sacks. (Age 2-6
years old)

Oh, children! Remember! Whatever you may do,
Never play music right next to the zoo.

They’ll burst from their cages, each beast and each
bird,

Desperate to play all the music they’ve heard. (Age 2-
6 years old)

Gerald McGrew imagines the myriad of animals he’d
have in his very own zoo, and the adventures he’ll
have to go on in order to gather them all. Featuring
everything from a lion with ten feet to a Fizza-ma-
Wizza-ma-Dill, (Age 2-6 years old)



Zoe’s trip to the Zoo

Lt's Go to the Zoo

The way to the zoo
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JOHN BURNINGHAM

Nirit Littaney

Fisher Price
Ellen Weiss
(2011)

John Burningham
(2014)

After reading plenty of animal books for kids,
Zoe's parents finally take her to see all the
creatures she loves so much. As they walk
through the vividly illustrated zoo, her parents
teach her interesting facts about all the
different animals she sees. Follow Zoe through
her trip to learn about your own jungle-dwelling
favorites in this picture book for kids. (Age 3-8
years old)

Packed with flaps, Let’s Go to the Zoo! Brings learning
to this favorite Little People location. Eddie, Sarah
Lynn, and all their friends discover colors, animal
sounds, counting, and more as they enjoy a trip to the
town zoo. (2-4 years old)

What if you noticed a door in your bedroom that wasn’t
there before? And what if it led to a passage to . . . the
z00? You might want to take just one little bear back to
your room with you, or maybe just all the smaller
animals. But how could you resist the penguins and
the tigers and the birds? (Age 2-4 years old)



Zoozical Judy Sierra

Marc Brown
(2011)

Zo®/ica
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Judy Sierra.  Mare Brow

Giraffes Can’t Dance Giles Andreae

Guy Parker Rees
(2012)
Curious George i wusns & . ov YT H.A rey
Goest to the Zoo -

Goes to the Zoo
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Winter weather is keeping children from visiting the
z00. So the animals are out of sorts—listless, grumpy,
and no longer fun. All except two little friends, a very
small hippo and a baby kangaroo. Their hip-hopping,
toe-tapping, and rap-rocking soon has the other
animals joining in the hip-aroo beat. "Racoons danced
in pairs, baboons danced in troops, and snakes joined
the dancers as live hula-hoops." Children's favorite
songs get a funny new spin—seals bark out "(Age 3-7
years old)

Giraffes Can't Dance is a touching tale of Gerald the
giraffe, who wants nothing more than to dance. With
crooked knees and thin legs, it's harder for a giraffe
than you would think. Gerald is finally able to dance to
his own tune (Age 2-6 years old)

George is going to visit a new kind of zoo where the
animals all roam free. Some of those animals look like
a lot of fun—so much fun that a curious monkey can’t
resist joining them. Giraffes and flamingos are close
enough to touch, but George befriends a baby rhino
who seems a little sad. Who better to lure her from her
hiding place than George? And just in time for her
special birthday party! (Age 4-7 years old)



Z0oo Animals

Peek a Boo Zoo

My Heart is like a
Zoo
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My Heart Is Liko o L3

Rod Campbell
(2005)

Joyce Wan
(2015)

Michael Hall
(2009)

Very young readers will love naming the zoo animals
in this jolly concertina book! (16 months to 3 years old)

board book filled with large lift-the-flaps! Join in on the
classic game of peek-a-boo with a lion, a bear, and
more zoo animals by lifting the flaps to reveal each
cute creature's joyful face. (Age 1-3 years old)

For each feeling, the bold, graphic artwork creates an
animal out of heart shapes, from "eager as a beaver"
to "angry as a bear" to "thoughtful as an owl." An
accessible and beautiful debut, My Heart Is Like a Zoo
is everything a classic picture book should be: honest,
sincere, and speaking directly to even the very
youngest child. (Age 1-5 years old)



