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Effie	  

	  

Allison	  
Beverley,1990	  

Effie is an ant with a very loud voice. 
The other insects avoid her until an 
oblivious herd of elephant threatens 
them all. Then Effie's uniqueness saves 
the day. (Age 3-5 years old)	  

Very	  busy	  
spider	  

	  

Carle,	  Eric	  ,	  1984	   Bugs,	   work	   This	   story about a spider 
who drops in on a farm. All the farm 
animals greet her and invite her to play. 
But the spider spends the day building 
her web instead (Age 3-5 years old)	  

Very	  hungry	  
caterpillar	  

	  

Carle	  Eric,	  1969	   Bugs,	  food	  A caterpillar eats his way 
through different foods until he is 
full and weaves a cocoon 
transforming into a beautiful 
butterfly. Charming colorful illustrations 
of foods along with the fat caterpillar 
and catchy little holes in the foods 
where the caterpillar "had his snack" 
make this book a hit with young 
children. (Age 2-5 years old)	  



Miss	  Spider’s	  tea	  
party	  

	  

Kirk,	  David	  1994	   Miss Spider is hosting a tea party, but 
no one will accept her invitations to tea. 
Unaware of her own predatory 
reputation Miss Spider is sad and 
perplexed when all of her potential 
guests scurry away. Eventually her 
good intentions become clear and the 
party starts (Age 3-6 years old)	  

Very	  quiet	  
cricket	  

	  

Carle	  Eric,	  1990	   A quiet little cricket who dreams of 
rubbing his wings together to make a 
sound just like so many other animals 
finally achieves his goal, in a board 
book edition of the classic picture book 
that comes complete with a chirping 
cricket sound. (Age 3- 5 years old)	  

Sitting	  in	  my	  
box	  

	  

Lillegard	  Dee.	  1989	   The box gets more and more crowded 
until a hungry flea comes along (Age 2-
6 years old)	  



Itsy	  bitsy	  spider	  

	  

Trapani	  Iza,	  1993	   The book Take the Itsy Bitsy 
Spider on an adventure through a 
house, climbing up walls, buckets, 
and chairs, and facing setbacks 
such as fans, mice, and cats, until 
she finally climbs high into a tree 
to spin her web and enjoy a much-
deserved rest in the sun. (Age 2-5 
years old)	  

Gotcha	  

	  

Jorgensen	  Gail,	  1997	   Bertha Bear was about to cut the cake 
at her birthday party when ³ a big, black 
beastly fly buzzed in her ear, flew up 
her nose, walked on her pie, and dive-
bombed her seven-layer birthday cake. 
(Age 3-6 years old	  

I	  love	  bugs	  

	  

Dodd	  Emma,	  2010	   A little boy loves all kinds of bugs, from 
spiky spiny bugs to 
pretty spotty bugs. But the best bugs 
are hairy bugs—eight legged scary 
bugs that send the boy squealing. (Age 
2-4 years old)	  



Ant,	  ant,	  ant	  

	  

Sayre	  April	  Pulley,	  
2005	  

An ant and 59 other American 
insects appear in a catchy chant 
that jumps, flits, and flies across 
flashy spreads. (Age 5 -8 years 
old)	  

The	  Grouchy	  
Ladybug	  

	  

Carle,	  Eric,	  1996	   where the ladybug meets the other 
ladybug and the grouchy ladybug didn't 
want to share with the other ladybug. 
So the grouchy ladybug asked the 
ladybug if it wanted to fight so the 
ladybug just smiled and said ok but the 
grouch ladybug said he wasn't big 
enough for him. Then the lady bug went 
flying around for about an hour and 
asked lots and lots of animals if they 
wanted to fight of course they all said 
yes and just smiled but none of them 
where big enough for him. (Age 4-8 
years old)	  

Old	  black	  fly	  

	  

Aylesworth	  Jim,	  1992	   Nothing drives a family crazy faster 
than an old black fly on a hot summer 
day, especially when the family's a little 
crazy already. And this fly is as bad as 
they come. He knows every low-down 
trick in the book--and won't rest until 
he's gone through them all. (3-7 years 
old) 

	  



Bumble	  bugs	  
and	  Elephants	  

	  

Brown	  Margaret	  
Wise	  

Opposite pairs are presented in 
rhythmic text, with font sizes that 
grow larger and smaller (2-5 years 
old)	  

The	  Crunching	  
Munching	  
Caterpillar	  

	  

Sheridan	  Cain	  and	  
Jack	  Ticle	  (2006)	  

Pop	  Up	  book	  ,	  	  Hungry	  Caterpillar	  
crunches	  and	  munches	  his	  way	  through	  
the	  blackberry	  bush;	  his	  friends	  
Bumblebee,	  Sparrow	  and	  Butterfly	  are	  
flying	  high	  in	  the	  sky.	  Caterpillar	  wishes	  
for	  nothing	  more	  than	  to	  fly!	  Butterfly	  
encourages	  Caterpillar	  to	  take	  a	  nap.	  
After	  his	  sleep	  through	  the	  winter—
Caterpillar	  awakens	  to	  find	  that	  his	  
dreams	  have	  come	  true.(Age	  3-‐5	  years	  
old)	  

Diary	  of	  a	  worm	  	  

	  

Dorin	  Cronin	  (2003)	   This is the diary . . . of a worm. 
Surprisingly, a worm not that different 
from you or me. Except he eats his 
homework. Oh, and his head looks a lot 
like his rear end.	  	  



Superworn	  

	  

Julia	  Donaldson,	  Axel	  
Scheffler,	  (2014)	  

Toad	   in	   trouble?	   Beetle	   in	   a	   jam?	  Never	  
fear	   —	   Superworm	   is	   here!	   And	   he's	  
wiggling	   to	   the	   rescue!	   But	   when	  
Superworm	   is	   captured	   by	   a	   wicked	  
Wizard	  Lizard,	  will	  his	  friends	  find	  a	  way	  
to	  help	  their	  favorite	  superhero	  escape?	  

The	  very	  ugly	  
bug	  

	  

Liz	  Pichon	   There once was a very ugly bug, with 
spotted legs, googly eyes and a horrible 
hairy back. She wonders why her 
friends have pretty small eyes, shiny 
green backs, or nice fluttery wings. The 
ugly bug thought that if she looked like 
her friends, then she would be more 
beautiful. So she made herself a 
disguise. But her new costume made 
her even tastier looking to the birds! 
When a bird swoops down to gobble up 
the disguised ugly bug, something 
strange happens (Age 2-7 years old)	  

What	  do	  insects	  
do	  

	  

Susan	  Canizares	  and	  
Pamela	  Chenko	  

Photographs and simple text describe 
the many things that insects do. (Age 3-
6 years old)	  



10	  Little	  
caterpillars	  	  

	  

Bill	  Matin	  Jr.	  Lois	  
Ehlert	  (2011)	  

Ten little caterpillars are out and about 
in our big, wide world--come join them! 
You never know what you might find. . . 
. A butterfly, perhaps? (Age 3-5 years 
old)	  

The	  very	  lonely	  
firefly	  

	  

Eric	  Carle	  (1999)	   One night a very lonely firefly goes off 
in search of friends. Each time he sees 
a flicker of light he flies off toward it, but 
none of them turn out to be fireflies. He 
sees a lantern, an owl's eyes, even 
headlights shining in the darkness. Will 
the lonely firefly ever find creatures like 
himself? (Age 3-5 year old)	  

The	  very	  lazy	  
ladybug	  

	  

Isobel	  Finn	  (2003)	   This lazy ladybug likes to sleep all day 
and night. She is so lazy that she hasn't 
learned to fly yet. One day she decides 
she wants to find someplace else to 
sleep...but how can she go anywhere if 
she can't fly?	  



I	  love	  bugs	  

	  

Emma	  Dodd	  (2010)	   A little boy loves all kinds of bugs, from 
spiky spiny bugs to 
pretty spotty bugs. But the best bugs 
are hairy bugs—eightlegged scary bugs 
that send the boy squealing. Perfect for 
miniscientists everywhere!(Age 2-4 
years old)	  

The	  Icky	  bug	  
Alphabet	  book	  

	  

Pallotta	  Jerry,	  1986	   Alphabet,	  bugs	  This book helps children 
discover why farmers like the praying 
mantis, how the water spider breathes 
underwater, and other intriguing facts 
about the world of bugs and insects. 
(Age 4-8 years old) 

	  

The	  very	  greedy	  
bee	  

	  

Steve	  Smallman	  
(2010)	  

MINE! That's what the very greedy bee 
says to anyone who asks him to share. 
While all the other bees work hard to 
clean the hive and make honey, the 
very greedy bee spends all of his time 
gobbling pollen and guzzling nectar. 
Until one day… (Age 3 -7 years old)	  

• 	  


