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Tickly	  Octopus	  

	  

Galloway,	  Ruth	  
(2008)	  

An octopus that likes to tickle other fish. 
He tickles an oyster and he drops his 
pearl way deep in the ocean. The 
octopus learns he has great skills by 
having to squeeze himself through 
narrow passages in the ocean to reach 
the pearl. (Age 3-5 years old)	  

Clumsy	  Crab	  

	  

Ruth	  Galloway	  	  
(2005)	  

Nipper, a loveable crab, has huge, 
clumsy claws. No matter what games 
he plays with his friends Nipper’s claws 
always get in his way. So the friends 
decide to play hide-and-seek— 
something they can all do together, but 
Nipper’s claws ruin his hiding place! So 
instead, Nipper looks for his friends 
while they hide. (Age 3-5 years old)	  

Smiley	  Shark	  

	  

Ruth	  Galloway	  
(2006)	  

Smiley Shark may be the biggest fish in 
the ocean but he's also the friendliest 
and the funniest - and by far the 
smiliest. So why won't the other fish let 
him join in their games? (Age 3-5 years 
old)	  
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Beach	  Day	  

	  

Karen	  Roosa,	  Maggie	  
Smith	  (2001)	  

A cheerful family tumbles out of the car 
and onto the beach, ready for a perfect 
day. (Age 3 -7 years old)	  

What	  lives	  in	  a	  
shell?	  

	  

Kathleen	  W	  oehfeld	  
(1994)	  

For some animals a shell is a home. 
Snails and turtles and crabs and clams 
all have shells that act as their homes 
and protect them from harm. In this 
book you'll learn all about these and 
other crustaceous creatures, for whom 
a shell is just the right sort of home. 
(Age 3-7 years old)	  

Over	  in	  the	  
Ocean	  

	  

Berkes	  Marianne	  
(2004)	  

Over in the Ocean in a Coral Reef is a 
counting and rhyming book that takes 
you through the different creatures 
found in the ocean. (Age 4-5 years old)	  
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Barry	  the	  fish	  
with	  finger	  

	  

Sue	  Hendra	  (2010)	   Barry shows up with his swell fingers it 
steals the limelight from Puffy, the big-
bubble-blowing fish, who gets all 
envious and mopey. Barry has fun 
showing off his fingers to the delight of 
the fishy crowd, and then an exciting 
event leads him to a reconciliation with 
the bubble-blower (Age 3-6 years old)	  

The	  Pout	  Pout	  
fish	  

	  

Deborah	  Diesen,	  Dan	  
Hanna	  (2013)	  

Swim along with the pout-pout fish as 
he discovers that being glum and 
spreading "dreary wearies" isn't really 
his destiny. (age 2-5 years old)	  

First	  Big	  Ocean	  

	  

Catherine	  D.	  Hughes	  
(2013)	  

National Geographic Kids First Big 
Book of the Ocean is an adorable 
animal reference that includes the sea's 
high-interest animals, such as dolphins, 
sharks, sea otters, and penguins,(Age 
3-67 years old)	  
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Baby	  Beluga	  

	  

Raffi	  (1997)	   Children who are learning about 
the interdependence of all life on 
Earth, and of the crucial 
importance of preserving the 
fragile environment, will get a 
first, cheerful lesson about the 
natural world by becoming 
acquainted with enchanting Baby 
Beluga, swimming wild and free 
with his mother in the deep blue 
sea. (Age 2-7 years old)	  

Hark	  a	  Shark	  

	  

Bonnie	  Worth,	  
Aristides	  Ruiz	  (2013)	  

The Cat introduces beginning readers 
to all kinds of sharks! From the smallest 
(the dwarf lantern) to the largest (the 
whale shark), the most notorius (the 
great white)  (Age 4-8 years old)	  

Swimmy	  

	  

Leo	  Lionni	  (1973)	   Deep in the sea there lives a happy 
school of little fish. Their watery world is 
full of wonders, but there is also 
danger, and the little fish are afraid to 
come out of hiding . . . until Swimmy 
comes along. Swimmy shows his 
friends how—with ingenuity and team 
work—they can overcome any danger. 
(Age 3-7 years old)	  
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In	  the	  Ocean:	  A	  
touch	  and	  feel	  
Adventure	  

	  

Maurice	  Pledger	  
(2001)	  

This beautifully illustrated book features 
interactive touch-and-feel pages and a 
wonderful story about a baby dolphin in 
search of its mother. As the little 
dolphin's quest progresses, readers will 
learn about the world beneath the 
ocean by encountering a new animal on 
every page. (Age 2-5 years old)	  

Ordinary	  Amos	  
and	  the	  Amazing	  

Fish	  

	  

Eugenie	  Fernandes,	  
Henry	  Fernandes	  

(2000)	  

Amos is an ordinary man with an 
ordinary life. Every day he fishes in an 
ordinary pond, then goes home to his 
ordinary house. But one extraordinary 
day, an amazing fish catches Amos and 
takes him home! What should the fish 
family do with Amos? Fry him in butter 
with salt and pepper? (Age 3 -6 years 
old)	  

By	  the	  Seashore:	  
A	  touch	  and	  feel	  
adventure	  

	  

Maurice	  Pledger	  
(2000)	  

Kids will love all the interactive 
adventures in the Nature Trail series. 
Each book features touch-and-feel 
pages that stimulate a child's curiosity 
and make learning about the natural 
world an entertaining experience. (Age 
2-5 years old)	  
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Ocean	  

	  

Jennifer	  Ward	  and	  
T.J.	  Marsh	  

A counting book in rhyme presents 
various marine animals and their 
children, from a mother manatee and 
her little calf one to a mother octopus 
and her little babies ten. (Age 4-7  
years old)	  

Ten	  little	  fish	  

	  

Audrey	  Wood,	  Bruce	  
Wood	  (2004)	  

creative counting book features a 
school of colorful, Nemo-like fish 
as they gradually disappear from 
readers' view. Each spread 
contains a couplet with the final 
rhyming number word appearing 
after turning the page (Age 3-5 
years old)	  

I’m	  the	  biggest	  
thing	  in	  the	  
Ocean	  

	  

Kevin	  Sherry	  (2010)	   A bright blue giant squid cruises 
through the ocean, proudly noting 
that he is bigger than all the 
creatures he encounters. From 
shrimp to shark, he repeats his 
refrain, I'm bigger than…, (Age 2-
5 years old)	  
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Hooray	  for	  fish	  

	  

Lucy	  Cousins	  (2008)	   Little Fish greets a wide variety of 
friends. Playful rhymes such as 
Hello spotty fish,/stripy 
fish,/happy fish,/gripy fish add to 
the merriment. Finally, Little Fish 
meets none other than his own 
mother with Kiss, kiss, 
kiss,/hooray for fish! The various 
creatures include fish with 
numbers for gills and with strange 
shapes and sizes. (Age 2-5 years)	  

Secret	  Seahorse	  

	  

Stella	  blackstone	  
(2005)	  

Secret Seahorse features the 
underwater creatures of a coral reef in 
a rhyming, hide-and-seek adventure 
followed by educational notes. (Age 3-8 
years old)	  

Way	  down	  Deep	  	  
In	  the	  deep	  blue	  

sea	  

	  

Jack	  Peck	  (2004)	   In a singsong text, a little boy 
describes his adventure into the 
deep blue sea. He plays peekaboo 
with a hermit crab and fences with 
a swordfish (Age 3-6 years old)	  



Emmasplace.ca	   	   	  

Commotion	  in	  
the	  Ocean	  

	  

	  

Giles	  Andreae	  (2002)	   There’s a curious commotion, at the 
bottom of the ocean; I think we ought to 
go and take a look. You’ll find every 
sort of creature, that lives beneath the 
sea; (Age 3 -7 years old)	  

Mister	  Seahorse	  

	  

Eric	  Carle	  (2004)	   When Mrs. Seahorse lays her eggs, 
she does it on Mr. Seahorse's belly! 
She knows he will take good care of 
them. While he swims waiting for the 
eggs to hatch, he meets some other 
underwater fathers caring for their 
babies: (Age 3-8 years old)	  

O	  is	  for	  Orca	  

	  

Andrea	  Helman,	  Art	  
Wolfe	  (2003)	  

Stunning color wildlife and nature 
photographs teach young children the 
alphabet while giving them a sense of 
wonder and appreciation about the 
bounty of nature. (Age 3 -7 years old)	  
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Fish	  Eyes	  

	  

Lois	  Ehlert	  (2001)	   Stylized fish shapes in flat, razzle-
dazzle colors against a dark blue 
background float across the pages 
from one to ten, accompanied by 
one little dark fish who keeps the 
count going. (Age 2-5 years old)	  

Gilbert	  in	  Deep	  

	  

Jane	  Clarke,	  Charles	  
Fuge	  (2007)	  

Gilbert learns to face his fears. 
Accompanied by Rita the remora, 
Gilbert disobeys his mum, heading off 
into The Deep and boasting, "Great 
white sharks aren't afraid of anything!" 
However, that isn't quite true! (Age 3-6 
years old)	  

The	  fish	  who	  
could	  wish	  

	  

John	  Bush,	  Korky	  
Paul	  (2008)	  

Deep in the ocean lives a fish whose 
wishes come true! He wishes for all 
sorts of crazy things - a castle, a car, 
and even fine clothes to wear. But he is 
a rather foolish fish and one day he 
wishes to be just like all the other fish . . 
. perhaps this will be the one wish he 
wishes he never wished! (Age 3-7 
years old)	  
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Fish	  is	  Fish	  

	  

Leo	  Lionni	  (1974)	   A tadpole and a minnow are 
underwater friends, but the tadpole 
grows legs and explores the world 
beyond the pond and then returns to tell 
his fish friend about the new creatures 
he sees. The fish imagines these 
creatures as bird-fish and people-fish 
and cow-fish and is eager to join them. 
(Age 3-7 years old)	  

Smiley	  Shark	  
and	  the	  great	  
big	  hiccup	  

	  

Ruth	  Galloway	  
(2013)	  

Oh no! Smiley Shark has the biggest 
hiccups ever! Hic, Hic, Hicuuuuuup! 
Soon he is doing roly-polies with 
Starfish, being tickled by Octopus, and 
holding his breath with Pufferfish. But 
nothing's working! (Age 2-5 years old)	  

Fidgety	  Fish	  

	  

Ruth	  Galloway	  
(2008)	  

Tiddler is a very fidgety fish. So much 
so, that when his mother has had 
enough, she sends him out exploring, 
reminding him to be careful of "the Big 
Fish." He comes across several sea 
creatures before his curiosity gets the 
better of him and he enters a big, dark 
cave.  (Age 2-5 years old)	  



Emmasplace.ca	   	   	  

Fish?	  

	  

Wendy	  Pfeffer	  
(1996)	  

Goldfish are the focus of this 
overview; several other fish are 
illustrated and labeled, but without 
supporting text or size 
comparisons. Facts about 
physiology are explained in an 
elementary manner. (Age 5-9 
years old)	  

The	  Rainbow	  
fish	  and	  the	  sea	  
monster	  cave	  

	  

	  Marcus	  Pfister,	  J	  
Alison	  James	  
(translator)	  
(2001)	  

Bumby-backed fish was sick, and need 
red algae to get better. So Rainbow 
fish, and Blue fish decided that hey 
would venture into the monsters cave 
where the red algae was. They had to 
do it unless bumpy-back fish would die. 
They traveled and saw many scary 
things but they really were too afraid to 
give a real look to them. Are the things 
really scary? (Age 3-7 years old)	  

A	  house	  for	  
Hermit	  crab	  

	  

Eric	  Carle	  
(2002)	  

Poor Hermit Crab! He's outgrown his 
snug little shell, so he finds himself a 
larger one -- and many new friends to 
decorate and protect his new house. 
But what will happen when he outgrows 
this shell, and has to say good-bye to 
all the sea creatures who have made 
Hermit Crab's house a home? Age 3-6 
years old	  

	  


